With spring’s unpredictable weather, we
experienced winter, spring, and summer in March
and April. There were days with flashes of 70
degrees and then more snow in both months.
Through it all, our crocus, hyacinth, and daffodils
braved the
elements and T eyl e
shot up shoots of fr’(‘ 8 T
green by the end :
of March and by P—
April we had
blooms. Our
turkeys have
returned to graze
at the bird feeder
and parade
through the yard
and around the
neighborhood.
Our finch couple
have roosted
back in their nest
outside our side door under the carriage way. On
nice days with doors and windows open, we can
hear the birds welcome the warmer weather with
their bright song.

Thank you

We would like to thank Mike Harrell and Jackie and
Ron Dexter for their generous donations of goods
for the house.

We thank Babe DuFresne for the supersized
cancelled stamp collection that he gave us. We sell
these cancelled stamps and then donate the
proceeds to our friends in Honduras.

Our thanks to Tony and Sandy Menke for the
delicious cookies they made for us. We also want
to thank them for always remembering each of us
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on our birthdays with cards and the generous gift
included inside.

We thank Duane Jagiello and his friends for
coming over and playing music for us and giving us
the opportunity to sing along. We also thank
Duane for foffering communion to us each month.

Activities and Outings

We celebrated St. Patrick’s Day with a party and
turned our dining room into an Irish Pub with bowls
of shell peanuts on

the tables, Irish 'ﬁ

music playing, and ’c . m !
our choice of a s . i
green punch or near
beer. Our head cook
Leah made a
delectable, green-
themed spread of
delights to tempt any
leprechaun: green
chips and guacamole, green
olives, but she outdid herself
with individual cups of green
Jello transformed into pots of
gold with whip cream
sprinkled with edible gold
flakes, and a gummy candy
rainbow arching over
the whole thing. Our
Irish celebrators

were Luanne, Steve,
Joan, Rick, Gary, '
Dan J., Cheryl, 4
Susan, Mike R.,
Kathleen, Michael

S., Yeng, and Dan Z.




We dyed and decorated Easter eggs that later
turned into egg salad for our Easter party. We
played an egg toss game with plastic eggs with
three baskets
worth a certain
number of
points. Dan J.
was our high
score winner,
showing us all
how to shoot for
the basket with
the highest
points three
times in a row. We also played an Easter egg
bocce ball game. Easter Game participants were
Steve, Joan, Rick, Gary, Carla, Dan J., Marilyn,
Cheryl, Susan, Mike R., Kathleen, Yeng, and Dan
Z. We did some coloring of either Easter eggs or
bunnies and displayed our artwork over the Easter
week-end.

Our Program Director,
Cookie, made all of us
charming Easter
baskets. They were all
colorful and unique,
some were in the shape
of Easter eggs; some
were of bunnies or
chicks. Inside we found
chocolate eggs,
Hershey Kisses, and
jellybeans.

We stepped into spring

with a trip to Great Clips. Luanne, Yeng, Gary, Dan
Z., and Mike R. came out looking sharp and ready
for the season.

There isn’'t much color
yet in Minnesota in
March, so in anticipation
of spring and its colorful
blooms, we found some
flower shows to go to.
We went to the
University of
Minnesota’s Landscape
Arboretum out in
Chanhassan. Courtney,
Kathleen, Joan, and

Yeng walked through their exhibit of various bulb
flowers arranged throughout their buildings.
Cheryl, Gary, Yeng, Mike R.,
and Kathleen indulged in
our April adventure to the
Como Conservatory, where
we returned to see the
latest flower installation in
their Sunken Garden. These
fragrant and colorful
exhibitions broke up the
monochromatic gray and
brown of late winter/early
spring outside.

We got a head start on our
garden by planting zinnia
and snapdragon seeds in a
seed starter kit. We pulled
out our card table and
Courtney, Joan, Gary,
Marilyn, Lee, Cheryl, Susie,
Kathleen, and Yeng helped
or supervised the process
as we placed seed starter
soil in all the cells of the kit,
added the seeds, and then
watered and covered them.
On nice days we have
brought our seedlings
outside to “harden” and get
used to the elements. It has
been fun watching them get
bigger week by week. We
put a small trellis in our
raised garden bed and
planted some sweet peas,
too.

We broke into the piggy
bank to count out our
saving to donate to our
friends in Honduras. We
will send a donation in May,
so we counted out and
organized our coins and
bills to have the money
ready to wire.




We visited the Science Museum to go to their Omni
theatre presentation of Oceans: Our Blue Planet.
What an incredible adventure! We plumbed the
darkest depths of oceans meeting ocean life we
had never seen or heard of before. We watched an
octopus outsmart a school of sharks by hiding itself
under seashells, saw dolphins dive and surf the
waves for the sheer joy of it, and followed a very
resourceful and determined fish learn how to crack
open clam shells for food. Our deep sea divers
were Kathleen, Cheryl, and Yeng.

Back on land, our avid readers Joan, Cheryl, and
Marilyn returned to the library for more books, while
Yeng found video games to check out. We often
get others to join us for the ride and a stop for a
Happy Hour dollar soda at Taco Bell for the ride
home.

March 19th was Free
Cone Day at Dairy
Queen. It was a bit
cool, but still a bright
sunny day that felt
like spring sitting in
the sun where Joan,
Gary, Mike, Kathleen,
and Yeng enjoyed
free cones.

In April, our Office
Assistant, Rebecca,
suggested we try
Cup and Cone in
White Bear Lake
for one of our
Wednesday Treat
Days. We found a
warm day, and
Gary, Cheryl,
Kathleen, and

Yeng had a good
time indulging in

ice cream on one of
their many long picnic tables arranged outside. It
was fun to find a new place to go!

Gift cards were drained of their remaining balances
at a return lunch at McDonalds. We ate at the Best
Steakhouse where the staff now know us and treat
us with friendly hellos. Our favorite buffets were
visited: Great Moon and Golden Corral.

Peter took us to
an all-you-can-
eat Lenten
Friday Fish Fry
at St. Pascal’s in
Saint Paul
where Luanne,
Courtney, Yeng,
and Joan joined
Peter and our
friend, Judith for a fishy feast.

Welcome

We offer a warm welcome to our new resident,
Mark Schallinger. Mark likes to play video games,
enjoys puzzles, and card games. He has a job that
he goes to one day a week and his birthday is
December 29th.




Roving Reporter

What is your favorite food?

Luanne- Leah’s Thai Peanut Bow! with egg roll.
Courtney- Falafel.

Steve- Sandwiches.

Joan- Pizza.

Rick— Chinese or Italian food.
Gary- Walleye.

Carla- Macaroni and cheese.
Dan J.- Chocolate ice cream.
Marilyn- Pizza.

Lee- Ice cream.

Cheryl- Club sandwich.

Susan- Garden or Caesar salad.
Mike- Hamburgers.

Kathleen- Roast beef with mashed potatoes and
gravy, green beans, and chocolate cake.

Mark- Ice cream.
Michael- Steak.
Yeng- Ribs.

Dan Z.- Filet mignon.

Mike Reigner, April 26th



Environmental Tip

Did you know that less than 1% of all the water on
Earth can be used by people? The rest is salt
water or is permanently frozen and we can't drink
it, wash with it, or use it to water plants.

As our population grows, more and more people
are using up this limited resource. Therefore, it is
important that we use our water wisely and not
waste it. One easy way to conserve is to turn off
the tap. Just by turning off the tap while you brush
your teeth in the morning and before bedtime, you
can save as much as 4 to 8 gallons of water. That
could add up to more than 200 gallons a month,
enough to fill a huge fish tank that holds 6 small
sharks! The same is true when you wash dishes.
Turn off the tap. Scrape your dirty dishes into the
trash—then put them in the dishwasher.

Inspirational Thought

“Until he extends the circle of compassion to all
living things, man will not himself find peace.”

— Albert Schweitzer

Closing Credits

Steve and Rick savoring the afternoon and the
buffet from our Easter party.

Mark working on monopolizing the Monopoly board
with our TMA Erica.

Our reigning Cribbage Queen, Marilyn, plying her
skill against one of our TMAs, Christine.

Michael playing his next move at Chess with guest
opponent.



